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Introduction

The State University of Leyden, the
oldest university in the Netherlands,
is considered to be an important
centre of oriental studies. A long-
standing academic tradition exists at
the university not only in the field of
oriental language and culture studies
but also in the study of law in
Eastern countries. One of the most
famous scholars of law was the late
Prof. C. van Vollenhoven, who, from
1901 until his untimely death in 1933,
lectured on state and administrative
law in the East and West Indies and
adat law. During this period he
taught hundreds of students how to
respect the existing legal systems of
the indigenous population of the
Netherlands East Indies archipelago.
He advised his best students to
continue with a dissertation and
during those years dozens of doctoral
theses were indeed written on
Netherlands Indies law.
Notwithstanding the dominant
position of Prof. Van Vollenhoven
and the focus of his work on the
indigenous adat law, however, it is
evident that the Leyden legal studies
of the Netherlands Indies cannot be
considered a one-man show featuring
the conservation of adat law only.
This is all the more apparent when
one considers the 148 dissertations
on Netherlands Indies law that were
accepted by the University of Leyden
between 1850 and 1940.

Between 1850 and 1880, only fifteen
people became "doctor in de
rechtswetenschap" at Leyden at an
average of 0.5 dissertations a year.
From 1881 until 1900 the pace
quickened: 33 dissertations were
published in this period at an
average of 1.6 dissertations a year.
From 1901 to 1910, during the first
decade of Van Vollenhoven's
professorship, only seven dissertations
were produced at an average of 0.7
dissertations a year. From 1911 to
1920, the number of dissertations
increased threefold: 22 were
published at an average of 2.2 a
year. But productivity had still not
reached its peak. The years 1921 to
1933, the year of Van Vollenhoven's
death, show another increase: 53
dissertations were published at an
average of 3.9 a year. From 1934 to
1940 there is a slowdown to 18

dissertations, an average of 2.1
dissertations a year. Needless to say,
after 1940 the number of Leyden
dissertations on Indonesian law
dropped sharply. The conclusion-is
that there was a first wave of legal
studies on the Netherlands East
Indies in the last two decades of the
nineteenth century, followed by a
second wave that started after 1910
and reached its zenith during the
period 1920 to 1933. The "mentor" of
the second wave was undoubtedly
Van Vollenhoven, but who was the
driving force behind the first wave?
Presumably it was Prof. P.A. van der
Lith. It was under Van der Lith's
guidance that a number of doctoral
students, e.g. Cordes, Couperus,
Jonker, Juynboll and De Waal, start-
ed to devote their attention to in-
digenous legal systems.

INDONESISCHE
SAWAH-VERPANDING

PROEPSCHRI4T TER VERKRIJGING VAN DEB

GRAAD VAN DOCTOR IN DE RECHTSGELEERD.
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Looking at Van Vollenhoven's first
years (1901-1910), one of the most
important dissertations is Boeke's
"Tropisch-koloniale staathuishoud-
kunde", which is more an economic
study than a judicial one even though
it was accepted by the Faculty of
Law.

Of the dissertations that were pub-
lished during the next decade, 1910-
1920, Ter Haar's "Het adatproces der
islanders" is worth mentioning in
particular.

In the 1920-1933 period, in addition
to 47 Dutch jurists, six Indonesian
scholars also supported their theses
in Leyden, most of them becoming
quite renowned in their own country
afterwards. Their names and the date
and titles of their dissertations are as
follows:

Gondokoesoemo - 29th June 1922,
"Vernietiging van dorpsbesluiten in
Indie"

Koesoemah Atmadja -
15th December 1922, "De mo-
hammedaansche vrome stichtingen
in Indie"

Soebroto - 25th September 1925,
"Indonesische sawah-verpanding"

Soepomo - 8th July 1927, "De re-
organisatie van het agrarisch stel-
sel in het gewest Soerakarta"

Soeripto - 10th May 1929, "Ontwik-
kelingsgang der Vorstenlandsche
W etboeken"

Soekanto - 4th July 1933, "Het gewas
in Indonesia, religieus adatrechte-
lijk beschouwd"

If one takes a closer look at these
titles, it is easy to gain the impres-
sion that the average dissertation on
Netherlands Indies law in those days
dealt with a subject of adat law. As
we have already pointed out, this is
not the case. In point of fact, it was
subjects in the field of constitutional
and administrative law that were
most frequently chosen for doctoral
research. Out of a total of 148 the-
ses, 52 are in this field, whereas 32
theses dealt with adat law. The num-
ber of dissertations on the different
fields of law is shown below.

Constitutional and administrative
law 52

Adat law 32
Property law 11
Judicial organisation and law of

civil procedure 10
Personal law 8
Criminal law and criminal

procedural law 6
Public International law 4
Religious law 4
Labour law 3
History and Public administration 10
Economics 8
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Dissertations on Netherlands Indies Law

Constitutional and
administrative law

Adam, A.J.H.L. Handhaving van
bestaande verordeningen door de
regeeringsreglementen van
Nederlandsch-Indie, Suriname en
Curacao. Leiden, 1905. 83 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 7-4-19051.
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,213/1

Adam, L. De autonomie van het
Indonesisch dorp. Amersfoort, 1924.
160 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 23-10-1924].
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,214/1

Alting von Geusau, W.H. Neutraliteit der
overheid in de Nederlandsche kolonien
jegens godsdienstzaken. Haarlem, 1917.
195 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 19-10-19171.
3 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,215/1

Angenent, P.H. De vorstenlandsche
waterschapsordonnantie toegelicht.
Groningen, 1933. 190 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 22-2-1933].
3 microfiche Dfl 23
Order no. LSE-20,216/1

Beck, W.J. Commentaar op de Indische
onteigeningsverordening. 's-Gravenhage,
1925. 303 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 23-10-19251.
4 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,221/1

Beeke, J.C.H. van der. Het Staatsblad.
's-Gravenhage, 1915. 134 pp.
[dirs. Leiden, 23-4-1915].
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,222/1

Berckel, G.J.A. van. Bijdrage tot de
geschiedenis van het Europeesch
opperbestuur over Nederlandsch-Indie van
1780-1806. Leiden, 1880. 215 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 2-12-18801.
3 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,223/1

Bordewijk, H.W.C. Rechtspersoonlijkheid
der Nederlandsche kolonien. Leiden,
1905. 327 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 22-12-19051.
4 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,230/1

Brokx, W. Het recht tot won en en tot
reizen in Nederlandsch-Indie.
's-Hertogenbosch, 1925. 236 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 1-5-1925].
3 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,231/1

Deinse, H.K.J. van. De toestand in de
vorstenlanden. Leiden, 1887. 111 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 19-12-18871.
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,241/1

Deventer, C.T. van. Zijn naar de grondwet
onze kolonien deelen des rijks? Leiden,
1879. 83 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 20-9-18791.
1 microfiche _

Order no. LSE-20,245/1

Drijvers, J. De praktijk der
conflictenregeling tusschen volksraad en
regeering. Leiden, 1934. 100 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 26-1-19341.
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,248/1

Engelbrecht, W.A. Artikel 2. Reglement
op het beleid der Regering van
Nederlandsch Indie, in verband met art.
107 Reg. Reglement van N.-I. en de
Nederlandsche wetgeving op het
Nederlanderschap. Leyden, 1862. 118 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 14-1-18621.
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,252/1

Fris, G.W. De toepasselijkheid van
algemeene verordeningen op de
zelfbestuurs-onderhoorigen in de
buitengewesten. Leiden, 1940. 152 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 24-6-19401.
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,254/1

Gondokoesoemo. Vernietiging van
dorpsbesluiten in Indie. 's-Gravenhage,
1922. 98 pp.
[disc. Leiden, 29-6-19221.
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,256/1

Greup, J. De toepasselijkheid van de
Grondwet op de Nederlandsche kolonien
onderzocht. Leiden, 1906. 176 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 18-12-19061.
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,257/1

Haga, B.J. Indonesische en Indische
democratie. Den Haag, 1924. 286 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 10-12-1924].
4 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,260/1

Huender, W. Overzicht van den
economischen toestand der Inheemsche
bevolking van Java en Madoera.
's-Gravenhage, 1921. 254 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 9-12-19211.
3 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,268/1

Jansen, A. Vaststelling en verantwoording
van de Indische begrooting, 1814-1932.
Leiden, 1932. 136 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 8-7-1932].
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,271/1

:r. Jaquet, L.G.M. De industrialisatie van
Japan in verband met de Japansche
handelsexpansie naar Nederlandsch-Indie.
S.1., 1935. 104 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 2-12-19351.
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,272/1

Joekes, A.M. Schets van de bevoegdheden
der Nederlandsche consuls. Leiden, 1911.
203 pp.
[disc. Leiden, 19-5-1911].
3 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,273/1

Jong, C.G.E. de. De organisatie der
politie in Nederlandsch-Indie. Leiden,
1933. 117 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 3-3-1933].
2 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,274/ i
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praktijk. Amsterdam, 1921. 203 pp.
[diss. Leiden, 19-12-19211.
3 microfiche
Order no. LSE-20,275/1
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